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Research idea ‘leaked,’ UA prof complains

By JULIET PAGLIARO
Citizen Staff Writer i

A University of Arizona engineering pro-
fessor believes that the California Depart-
ment of Transportation leaked information
about earthquake-proofing bridges to his

_competitors for a research contract.

Mohammad R. Ehsani, an UA associate-

civil engineering professor, said that he and

assistant professor Hamid Saadatmanesh .

submitted a proposal to reinforce the re-
maining concrete pillars that support Cali-
fornia’s bridges by wrapping them with Kev-

- lar, the material used in bulletproof vests.

Caltrans rejected their bid but accepted a
similar proposal by a Califonia-based firm
with a subcontract to the University of Cali-
fornia-San Diego.

“Wethink thattheydidn’t want any part of
this money to go out of state,”” Ehsani said.

Caltrans' call for help in strengthening

concrete pillars holding up bridges came
shortly after the Loma Prieta earthquake that
jolted San Francisco a year ago. Forty-two
people died when the concrete pillars hold-
ing the upper level of the Nimitz Freeway
collapsed, trapping those on the lower level
in a concrete sandwich.

Caltrans called a number of universities

-requesting plans and ideas. Ehsani and Saa-

datmanesh responded by sending a short
summary of their plan to strengthen the

pillars with strips of Kevlar,
“They solicited our ideas,” Saadatmanesh

. said.

Caltrans informed the two that their idea
was a finalist and they should present a de-
tailed proposal and a bid for the research
contract by Jan. 18.

Eshani and Saadatmanesh sent a 60-page
proposal and a bid to do the research for
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